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THAT’S NOT WHAT WE LEARNED IN SCHOOL:

Misstatements and misunderstandings about the
American Revolution"
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(Good teachers teach what they
believe to be true. However,
sometimes they (we) are wrong.

Here are some "facts" about the
American Revolution period which are
sometimes taught “differently.”
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 the Boston Massacre,

» the midnight ride of Paul Revere,
» the Baylor Dragoons "Massacre”
* Major John Andre

e the death of Continental officer Enoch Poor,
» Betsy Ross,

* Molly Pitcher and
» the personalities of some of period individuals.
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T!ﬂe Boston Massacre
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L

e Fought in every major engagement of the Revolution from the time hejoined
the army in New ]‘{,ampshire in 1776 until his death in 1780.

[is death (sti” a matter of controversg) was near K inderkamack Koad in Oracien.
[is funeral Procession (from the Stone Clﬁurch in [“aramus to his burial in

1 ]

| ,,aci«msack) givcs detailed accounts of the uniforms all of the units that
Participatecj.
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1 he E)ag]or Dragoon “Incident”

The “massacre” was a surprise attack 59 British forces on Septcmber 27, f
i 778, against the 3rd Regiment Light Dragoons commanded }39 (_olonel |
Géorge Baglor. T he Dragoons were campecl in what is now in Kiver Vale.

Thc—: Amc—:ricans lost | 5 dead and 54 Céptureé. The Charge of a massacre led

to Personal corresponcjence between (jenerals \/\/ashington and Howe.
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1 THE HUNTING FROCK: A SYMBOL OF AMERICA !
i The garment displayed at right, and depicted in the artwork above, is called a hunting frock. e
Made of linen or homespun, these fringed overshirts were commonly wom by both infantry X
% and cavalry during the American Revolution. They good ction in inclement
3 weather: in rain or snow, the shoulder flaps could be d er the head. They were also less v
v visible to the enemy, compared 1o the soldier’s dress ¢
E ) ) .
The hunting frock was cheap, durable, and suited to he field. A uniquely American f
i garment adapted from frontier hunting attire, it was nd rebellion, setting 4
: patriot troops apart from the bright uniforms of Bri ¥ 2
hand sewn by Kathy Barr of the Brigade of the American Revolution and Fort Lee Museum ‘ L j ’
Items included alongside the hunting frock include a cavalry saber carried in a leather f v ’
| J scabbard (a reproduction of a late 18th century design) and a cartridge box that would have :
| carried 13 pre-assembled cartridges ‘
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| ‘ The desk contained ink. pen i
' and paper, as well as sealing :
| | wax for important leticrs and .
provided a good writing !
v arface. Each unit had onc of 0 9 y AN
shese desks, typically carmied ) SR \ 3
by & DoR-COmMIsSIc > ‘ &
v officer—usually the sergeant. | | " L 8 <
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An&re was a talented officer who commanded respect and admiration not on!y

He was /A\CJJ utant~66neral of the Britisl‘: Armg I Nortl‘r America 1 chargc of

}
i from his men but from. his American enemies as well.
|
{ their secret service (spies)

' ‘3 HC had arraﬂgéd with General Béﬂedict Amold to aCCCP’C the surrender of
- West Fomt a kcg strongpomt on the [TJudson river.

| z [1e was held for a time inthe 1776 [Touse (then ajail) until his execution.
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Major Andre was well liked and Washington sought to spare him. However,
the execution of Nathan Hale (an American school teacher and spy) made _
that impossible. When no one would act as hangman, a Tory prisoner
~ performed the task in return for his freedom and some money.
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