
THAT’S NOT WHAT WE LEARNED IN SCHOOL:

Misstatements and misunderstandings about the 

American Revolution"



Good teachers teach what they 

believe to be true. However, 

sometimes they (we) are wrong. 

Here are some "facts" about the 

American Revolution period which are 

sometimes taught “differently.”



Are These Errors?
• the Boston Massacre, 

• the midnight ride of Paul Revere, 

• the Baylor Dragoons “Massacre"

• Major John Andre 

• the death of Continental officer Enoch Poor, 

• Betsy Ross, 

• Molly Pitcher and 

• the personalities of some of period individuals.



The Boston Massacre





Brig-General Enoch Poor



General Enoch Poor

He fought in every major engagement of the Revolution from the time he joined 
the army in New Hampshire in 1776 until his death in 1780.

His death (still a matter of controversy) was near Kinderkamack Road in Oradell.

His funeral procession (from the Stone Church in Paramus to his burial in 
Hackensack) gives detailed accounts of the uniforms all of the units that 
participated. 



The Baylor Dragoon “incident”

The “massacre” was a surprise attack by British forces on September 27, 
1778, against the 3rd Regiment Light Dragoons commanded by Colonel 
George Baylor. The Dragoons were camped in what is now in River Vale. 

The Americans lost 15 dead and 54 captured. The charge of a massacre led 
to personal correspondence between Generals Washington and Howe.





Major John Andre



Major John Abcdre Major John Andre

Andre was a talented officer who commanded respect and admiration not only 
from his men but from. his American enemies as well. 

He was Adjutant-General of the British Army in North America in charge of 
their secret service (spies).

He had arranged with General Benedict Arnold to accept the surrender of 
West Point - a key strongpoint on the Hudson river.

He was held for a time in the 1776 House (then a jail) until his execution.



Major Andre was well liked and Washington sought to spare him. However, 

the execution of Nathan Hale (an American school teacher and spy) made 

that impossible. When no one would act as hangman, a Tory prisoner 

performed the task in return for his freedom and some money.



Betsy Ross and the American Flag





Molly Pitcher(s)
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